
Fundraising/Public Relations, April 23, 2020 – Submitted by Christy Hewitt 
 
Due to the Corona Virus, Covid 19, we had a virtual meeting using the Zoom application.  We had the 
following members able to join us from their homes:  Dana, LeAnne, Courtney, Megan, Brooke, Kristin, 
Mitch, and Christy 
 
Most of our meeting centered around the Mr. Habitat Contest.  We talked about the possibility of holding a 
different kind of event because we are not sure what restrictions will still be in place by July, when 
contestants start their fund raising and September, when we have our Mr. Habitat Event. Our meeting 
was basically a brainstorming session since we have never been met with these particular challenges 
until now. 
 
One idea  was to have  people hold dinner parties at their homes and post pictures of how much fun they 
have and simultaneously having the Mr. Habitat Competition streaming at the same time. 
 
Kristin said she thought it would be impossible to do things online all at the same time.  We could have a 
desert auction on-line. The contestants could have events on-line and they would actually be easier than 
the in person events. She indicated that this could be a fully virtual year.  
 
Mr. Habitat contestants are still needed. We need to have commitments by May, if possible.  
 
Megan suggested that we ask restaurants to do some cooking for us and hosts could pick up the food to 
serve at their homes, if places are still closed.  One suggestion was a special of something like a growler 
and a pizza or wine with dinner, since the event would be held in private homes. 
 
We could also do desert auction ahead of time and the deserts could be delivered the night of the event. 
We would need to have pictures ahead of time, so that could present a problem for our usual desert 
donors. We could ask bakers to buy/ sponsor a desert from a restaurant that has been affected by the 
pandemic, in lieu of making a desert. 
 
Because of time constraints with the Zoom app, time was shorter than usual.  We also need to discuss 
Go Big Give and what that will look like this year. The date has been changed, but we don’t know how to 
proceed.  Kristin will attend the meetings and keep us informed when decisions are made about how the 
event will be held. 
 
Addendum: 
After the meeting, Megan sent out an email with the following thought/ideas of what we still need to 
consider with all the uncertainties still looming: 
 
“For those of you who weren't at the meeting yesterday, we discussed Mr Habitat and what our plans for 
that event could potentially be. We were all in agreement that even by fall, an in-person event with 300+ 
people may not be very wise.  
 
We decided that this year's event will be virtual but we still want to have the 5 guys competing for votes. 
We have two candidates: Josh Aitken and Gene Ulmer, one highly probable and need two more 
confirmed. **Since our meeting, Grady Ericson has agreed to be a candidate. 
 
 Below are some of the thoughts that came out of our brainstorming session.  
- Guys could still do in-person events to raise money. They'll just need to be aware of/considerate of 
whatever the 'physical distancing' measures are being advised in the months they're raising funds. 
- Attendees could join in on a live stream of some sort to watch the pageant.  
- How can we make it fun and interactive? 
- Potentially partnering with a local restaurant/brewery to have people purchase a meal and 'ticket' to the 
virtual event. Stuhr Museum does something similar. Here is the link to their event that explains it 
better.  https://www.stuhrmuseum.org/special-events/next-event/brainiac-bowl-railroad-town-edition.html   

https://www.stuhrmuseum.org/special-events/next-event/brainiac-bowl-railroad-town-edition.html


- Requesting bakers 'sponsor' a dessert from a local bakery. These desserts could be auctioned off in 
advance of the event and delivered the day of. We would only be auctioning off desserts made by 
professional bakeries/restaurants so that they could be advertised in advance.  
- Potentially selling a few of our most popular salads by the pound? We would need to have these 
prepared in a church with a certified kitchen space.  
- We would use Qtego for all of this. It will work perfectly for virtual fundraising.  
- Encouraging people to get into the fun of the event with table decorations/outfits/etc. - How to 
encourage this? - Prizes? - Recognition?  
 


