
2017 was another amazing year serving central Ne-

braska. Through home construction, the Habitat Re-

Store and other programs, Grand Island Area Habitat 

for Humanity has been able to help people realize 

their dreams of strength, stability, self-reliance and 

shelter. 

Our office and ReStore staffs, along with our board 

and committee members, work together to fulfill our 

mission of bringing people together to build homes, 

lives and community. Plus, by working with our Habitat 

partners internationally, we believe in our corporate 

vision of a world where everyone has a decent place 

to live. 

Between 1992 and 2017, Grand Island Area Habitat 

for Humanity helped 92 home-buyers into safe, afford-

able housing, assisted a dozen low-income house-

holds with vital home repairs, provided housing solu-

tions to over 55 international families and given ac-

cess to affordable home improvement products to 

thousands of people. 

We also partnered with schools to give students 

hands on learning opportunities in the trades, and 

offered college scholarships to Habitat family mem-

bers seeking higher education.  

As we vision for the future, we look forward to grow-

ing our impact on the communities we serve in Hall, 

Hamilton, Howard and Merrick counties.  
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A message from our leadership team 

Seeking to put God’s love into action,  

Habitat for Humanity brings  

people together to build homes,  

Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity 

Dana Jelinek 

Executive Director 
Brian Schultz 

Board President 



In June of 2017, contrac-

tors, vendors, and mem-

bers of the Central Ne-

braska Home Builder’s 

Association came togeth-

er to build one house in 

one week. This daunting 

project was led by Habi-

tat’s Construction supervi-

sor, Amos Anson. 

From the footings to the 

shingles, the Home Build-

er’s Blitz requires every-

one to work together with 

precision to make sure 

the home comes together 

by the end of the week. 

The men and women who 

donated their time, tal-

ents, and materials did so 

to support Habitat and 

future homebuyer, Evelin 

Zarraga in her goal of pur-

chasing her own home. 

In addition to hours she 

had already put in on oth-

er construction projects 

and in homeowner educa-

tion classes, Evelin was 

also on site every day of 

the blitz and worked right 

alongside the contractors.   

Evelin and her three chil-

dren have been living in 

their home for the past 

three months. A home 

they were able to afford 

thanks to Habitat’s home 

loan program and the 

generosity of everyone 

involved in the 2017 

Home Builder’s Blitz.  

and on other projects and 

programs.   

Our donors helped make  

2017 fund raisers the 

most successful yet. This 

year’s Go Big Give event 

raised over $21,000, 

which was $9,000 over 

last year’s profit.  

The Mr. Habitat pageant 

saw five men pitted 

against each other to 

Opportunities to partici-

pate are far reaching. 

Even though construction 

is top of the mind, many 

non-construction opportu-

nities are available.  

In 2017, over 3,000 vol-

unteers worked on con-

struction, our mentorship 

and education programs, 

fund raisers, at our home 

improvement thrift store 

raise money. The event 

raised a record $47,000, 

and Dr. Steve Anderson 

was crowned Mr. Habitat 

after raising over 

$11,000.  

Several small fundraisers 

throughout the year 

helped us raise an addi-

tional  $14,850, and the 

Cans for Habitat program 

raised over $15,000. 

Another Home Builder’s Blitz Completed 

Community support continues to grow  

new home. Other church-

es provide Bibles at home 

dedications, goodies for 

our annual fund raisers, 

or meals for our volun-

teers on the construction 

site. We are truly blessed 

to have such a giving 

group of local churches. 

Our annual Faith Leaders’ 

Luncheon in  brought to-

gether pastors and church 

leaders in an effort to dis-

cuss better ways of get-

ting Habitat’s message 

out to the faith groups in 

and around Grand Island. 

It also offered an oppor-

tunity for fellowship and 

for our organization to say 

thank you for all they do 

for Habitat.  

  

Faith community lends support to Habitat families 

Whether it is through vol-

unteerism, donations, or 

family support, local faith-

based organizations con-

tinue to support Habitat’s 

mission in the community. 

Each Habitat homeowner 

is paired with a church 

who “adopts” them and 

provides them with the 

living necessities needed 

for the purchase of their 
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“Our families are better 

prepared for homeowner-

ship than most families. 

They have to work for it. 

That’s why I love this  

organization.” 

Amos Anson,  

Construction Manager 



Students from Grand Is-

land Public School’s Ca-

reer Pathways Institute 

construction program, a 

program designed to pro-

vide students with hands-

on opportunities in an 

industry setting so they 

can learn a trade and be-

come work ready for a 

successful transition into 

a future career, were re-

sponsible for the con-

struction of house #93. 

Under the supervision of 

instructor Brett Forsman, 

these second-year con-

struction students began 

building in August, and 

final inspections were 

completed in December. 

The thing that makes this 

year’s CPI build so unique 

is that one student from 

the morning class and 

another student from the 

afternoon class each 

had grown up in a Habi-

tat home. The two stu-

dents were very proud to 

be able to return the fa-

vor and contribute to the 

construction of someone 

else’s future hone just as 

others had done for 

them.   

doors, paint and small home 

tools, a veritable paradise 

for the do-it-youselfer on a 

budget. Because of strong 

sales and generous dona-

tions, the ReStore was able 

to sponsor the building of 

House #92. 

Volunteers continue to help 

make the Habitat ReStore a 

success. The contributions 

Donations remained strong 

through 2017 for the Habi-

tat ReStore, our home im-

provement thrift store, and 

several generous corporate 

donations helped the store 

achieve a couple record-

setting sales months. 

Throughout the year, the 

store’s inventory included 

large quantities of windows, 

of these dedicated individu-

als can’t be measured in 

dollars and cents, but they 

truly embody the Habitat 

mission. The ReStore also 

offers future homebuyers 

another opportunity to earn 

their sweat equity hours, 

and the staff enjoys getting 

a chance to get to know 

these individuals. 

Habitat gives CPI students hands-on experience 

ReStore continues to thrive and support Habitat mission 

regularly pick up cans and 

take them to Kramer’s, a 

local metal recycling 

shop, we were able to re-

cycle over 40,000 pounds 

of aluminum equaling 

over $16,000. This pro-

gram continues to ensure 

that Habitat can provide 

affordable housing for low

-income families. 

Because of the efforts of 

these volunteers, money 

raised by collecting cans 

partially funded the fall 

construction of house 

#92, a house which was 

featured on the Central 

Nebraska Home Builders’ 

Parade of Homes. 

Cans for Habitat 

Hundreds of individuals, 

businesses, churches, 

schools and organizations 

participate in our recy-

cling program every year, 

and there are many drop 

sites located throughout 

Grand Island and the sur-

rounding community. 

Thanks to a dedicated 

team of volunteers who 
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“In the neighborhoods 

where Habitat builds, 

others start improving 

their housing because 

of the example set by 

Habitat homeowners” 

Craig Lewis, 

City of Grand Island 



construction manager, Amos Anson, led 

the effort to establish a new zoning dis-

trict in Grand Island, which would max-

imize the purchase by allowing smaller 

lot sizes.  

After months of working through the 

proper channels, the new zoning district 

was created. Olsson Associates has 

been hired to help engineer 

the project, which includes the 

addition of a street to access 

the neighborhood and dividing 

the land into 22 separate lots for future construction.  

To help offset the cost of this large undertaking, Paul J. 

Strawhecker will be leading a capital campaign to help raise 

$500,000 in development funds.  

Affordable lots on which to build 

in the Grand Island area continue 

to be difficult to find. In an effort 

to help ease that need, land was 

purchased along Capital Avenue 

for a new development of Habitat 

houses. In preparation for the 

proposed development, the     

New development will ease need for lots 
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With the encouragement of her su-

pervisor at work, Jeraldy took the 

necessary steps and reapplied. In 

April 2017, when she learned she 

had been accepted into the program, 

her first phone call was to her super-

visor. “I called her and told her that I 

finally got approved. She was really 

excited, and then when I saw her, 

she gave me a hug. 

She was crying, and 

I was crying.” 

Eight months after 

being accepted, Je-

raldy completed her 

sweat equity hours 

and her homebuyer 

education classes, 

and she is now 

ready to purchase 

her home.. 

Jeraldy Hernandez refused to give 

up on the idea of homeownership. 

Two years ago, she applied to Habi-

tat’s home loan program, and alt-

hough she was not selected, she 

learned what she could so to im-

prove her credit and any future ap-

plication.  

Everyone has a story 

In the final days of construction, 

this bubbly, young mother saw 

through the sawdust to see what 

was beneath. Opening a cabinet, 

she found a lazy susan, which 

brought giggling and joy. You 

could hear her say repeatedly of 

her new home, “It’s beautiful!” 

When asked what Habitat means 

to her, she responded, “It means 

a lot. People come from different 

areas just to help you so you can 

have this beautiful home.” 

Construction on Jeraldy’s house 

finished in December of 2017, 

and she became a proud home-

owner in at the dedication of her 

house, house #93, in January. 

 



 

in total market val-

ue on the  homes completed  and 

sold. 

 

donated by individu-

als and corporations for home con-

struction. This is a decrease 

from 2016. 

 

 homes built internationally 

through our tithe to Habitat’s global 
work. 

Mortgages paid to Habitat go 
back into a fund to build more 
Habitat homes in a  

self-sustaining cycle.  

 

This fund pays for the equiva-

lent of nearly 2 Habitat homes 
each year. This money helps 
with land purchases and devel-
opment, as well as programs. 

 

 of loan 

payments were late in 2017. 
The U.S. delinquency rate for 
traditional loans was 4.73% 

 

households inquired about  

obtaining a Habitat home loan.  

Only five loans were available.  

2017 
by the 

numbers 



+ hours of homeownership 

education provided to first-time 
homebuyers in 2017. 

 

Over high school students re-

ceived hands on training. 

 

 college scholarship was award-

ed. Scholarships are available to 
traditional and non-traditional stu-
dents from Habitat households. 

 

 volunteers activated. 

 sweat equity hours contribut-

ed by homebuyers. 

 households honored annually for 

excellence in curb appeal. Over  product donations 

to the ReStore, resulting in 

 tons of home improve-

ment products saved from the 
landfill. 

 

Over pounds of  

aluminum cans processed for  

recycling money. 
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