
Empowering People,
Developing Community

everyone
At Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity, we believe that home is for everyone. 
Buying an affordable home provides a strong foundation and opportunity on which to build a better life. 

Strong and stable homes help build strong and stable communities.

The Application
STEP #1

Since Habitat is a lender, we are required to follow 
banking laws so certain information such as income, 

credit history, and debt need to be collected. Our 
low-income applicants are required to fill out the 

loan application completely and provide supporting 
documents by the application deadline.

The Construction
STEP #3

Future home buyers are required to put in 
500 hours of “sweat equity” before they are able 

to purchase their home. They also participate in 
21 homeowner education classes.

Each build has a contractor but a majority of the 
construction is completed by volunteers under their 

direction. Work is done on Saturdays from 
early March to late October.

Each of the homes completed in 2017 adhered to 
home guidelines set forth by Habitat for Humanity 

International, including house size and covered entry. 

Once the application deadline has passed, all 
applications are processed, and the selection 

process begins. Applicants are asked to participate in 
interviews and to receive home visits. Following home 
visits, the committee meets to review information on 
the remaining applicants and rank them based on 
ability to pay, willingness to partner, readiness for 
home ownership and need for improved housing.

The Selection
STEP #2

The Dedication
STEP #4

The dedication ceremony is a chance for the 
organization to recognize the volunteers and 

homebuyer for all their hard work and dedication.

With a tear of joy in their eyes, the homeowner 
receives the keys to their new home and gets to 

unlock their front door for the very first time.

Building strength, stability, and self-reliance 
ONE STEP AT A TIME.



every home 
is a building block.

Capital Avenue Development
will ease need for lots

$163,200 
was paid in property taxes 
on Habitat-built homes.

93
Habitat homes 
constructed since 
the organization was 
founded in 1992.

51
high school students 
received hands-on training 
through our partnership with 
Career Pathways Institute.

A YEAR 
in review

134
households inquired about 
obtaining a Habitat home 
loan. Only five loans were 
available.

3,000
volunteers activated 
to help with Habitat 
projects.

$434,900 
in total market value 
on the 4 homes 
completed and sold.

$15,500
on average, paid in monthly 
mortgage payments on Habitat 
loans. This money helps fund 
future construction as well as 
programs.

2,654
sweat equity hours 
contributed by 
homebuyers.

Affordable lots on which to build in the Grand Island area continue 
to be difficult to find. In an effort to help ease that need, land 
was purchased along Capital Avenue for a new development of 
Habitat houses. In preparation for the proposed development, the 
construction manager, Amos Anson, led the effort to establish a 
new zoning district in Grand Island, which would maximize the 
purchase by allowing smaller lot sizes. 

After months of working through the proper channels, the new 
zoning district was created. Olsson Associates has been hired 
to engineer the project, which includes the addition of a street to 
access the neighborhood and dividing the land into 22 separate 
lots for future construction. These lots will allow Habitat to continue 
to build for several years before needing to find additional land. 
It is projected that we will be building House #100 in the new 
development in 2019.

Before construction of Habitat houses can begin, we need to fit out 
the property with water, sewer, and a paved road. While we have prepared for these expenses, the cost to do this 
will deplete our accounts and might affect the status of future builds. We have established a capital campaign in 
the hopes of securing enough funds to complete the necessary work at the development.


