
Empowering People,
Developing Community



Building 
strength, 
stability, and 
self-reliance 
through shelter

Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity has empowered households by 
providing opportunities to purchase homes.

Since 1992, 93 Habitat-built homes have helped 146 adults 
and 238 children thrive in decent, affordable housing.   

Safe, permanent housing creates an environment where homebuyers 
increase their strength, stability and self-reliance, and their ability to 
contribute to the greater community.

What are the basic criteria to purchase a Habitat home?
• Applicants must be permanent residents or US citizens.

• Must be willing to contribute 500 hours of “sweat equity” on home construction and   
   other projects, plus complete 21 weekly financial management and homeowner education   
   classes.

• Need to meet income guidelines: household income at 30 to 70 percent of median income
   and must have qualifying debt-to-income ratio.

• Must have lived in the area a year or more before the annual application deadline.

Our Mission: Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity is an ecumenical ministry seeking to 
help low-income households into better housing environments through new home construction 
and exterior home repairs. Our aim is to create an environment of hope, dignity and a truly 
human existence for all people.
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There is an increasing 
demand for affordable 
workforce housing and 

Grand Island Area Habitat 
for Humanity has many 

more applicants than loans 
available.  

Last year, 134 households 
inquired about obtaining 

a Habitat home loan, 
but only five loans 

could be granted due to 
availability and funding. 

Affordable Homes 
begin with 

Affordable Lots

strength
stability

self-reliance

Acquiring appropriate, affordable land on which to build homes is one of the organization’s ongoing 
challenges. To help ease this need, just over 3.5 acres of underdeveloped land was purchased 
along Capital Avenue. The property will accommodate 22 homes to be built over the next 4 to 5 
years. Before construction can begin, Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity must add water, 
sewer, and electrical lines as well as streets.

Although Habitat homebuyers repay the organization the cost to build homes at 0% interest, they 
still must meet low-income guidelines and debt-to-income ratios. Because of this, development 
costs cannot be passed along and still have homes remain affordable. 



Empowering People, 
Building Community

Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity seeks to fund the infrastructure costs of the Capital Avenue 
Development along with an associated operating endowment. This effort will help empower more 

people and provide opportunities for home ownership, creating a stronger community.

Building Development
 Development Costs (Surveyors, Engineers, Platting, Land)
 Sanitary Sewer
 Water Main
 Storm Sewer & Paving   
 Project Management and Administration Fees

Total Funding Goal……….............................…. $750,000

Through the “Empowering People, Developing Community” campaign, Grand Island 
Area Habitat for Humanity is seeking philanthropic support to make the Capital Avenue 
Development a reality. The goal of the campaign is to raise $750,000 in contributions and 
pledges. The campaign will:

 •  Allow Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity to help meet the workforce housing
             demands of a growing community
 •  Provide 22 affordable homes and home loans to qualifying buyers (approximately 
             90 people) 
 •  Continue to increase the area’s real estate and property tax revenues
 •  Contribute to the overall wellness and prosperity of the community as a whole

The Capital Avenue Development will increase Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity’s 
capacity and fulfill its mission for years to come. 

 



Contributing to the 
Campaign

Donations to the “Empowering People, Developing 
Community” campaign may include gifts of:

• Cash   • Retirement fund assets 
• Securities   • In-kind donations of
• Life insurance                  labor or materials 
• Real estate  • Bequests
• Charitable trusts 

Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity is a 
non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation. All gifts are 
tax deductible in accordance with Federal and 
Nebraska state laws. Your gift may be made over 
a three-year pledge period, if preferred.

To learn how to maximize the impact of your gift, 
please contact: 

Dana Jelinek
Executive Director
Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity
308-385-5510
dana@gihabitat.org

Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity impacts our area in many positive ways.  
Just last year:

• $323,332 was paid to local sub-contractors and suppliers

• Over 3,000 volunteers developed a sense of achievement by helping with Habitat projects 
and impacting the community

• 51 high school students received hands-on training through our partnership with Career 
Pathways Institute and Grand Island Public Schools

• $156,310 in property taxes were paid on Habitat-built homes

Since 1992, Habitat-built homes have generated 
more than $1.47 million in property taxes!

• $500 scholarships were available to Habitat homeowners interested in pursuing continued 
education
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We’re impressed by the hard work a Habitat homeowner puts 
into the process of qualifying for and building their home. We 
want to do what we can to help more people succeed in this 
effort, which makes their lives better and our community a 
stronger place. We love that Habitat offers a hand UP, not a 
hand out, since Habitat homeowners repay their mortgage.

“
Sara Arnett

Capital Campaign Co-chair

My time is very valuable. I volunteer with Habitat because of 
the true impact. Fuzzy feelings are good, but with Habitat, you 
are helping someone take the next step in being a productive 
member of the community.“

Amos Anson
Habitat Construction Manager

Building a Habitat for Humanity house allows our students not only 
a great educational experience building a house, but it gives them 
an opportunity to make an impact on a family’s life  and give back 
to the community. It’s great for them to witness the joy of the family 
at the culmination of their work when the keys are handed to the 
homeowner. That experience will live with them forever.

“
Dan Phillips

Career Pathways Institute

It has been amazing. The knowledge you gain and the 
relationships you form with the other families has been great. I 
get to raise my kids in a nice community, in a home that I helped 
build for them. It is a gratification that no one can take away. 
The kids love every piece of the house and know that we have 
to take care of it. I am very happy with my Habitat experience.

Evelin Zarraga
Habitat Homebuyer

“


